
Would anyone notice if Saint Mark vanished?  This is 
what our partners in the community said: 
 
Shane Rock - Saint Mark is essential to Interfaith Works service to the community. If 
there were no Saint Mark, there would be fewer volunteers feeding the homeless, clothing 
those in need, and offering a helping hand to our neighbors without hope. There would be 
less money to do the vital work of helping the impoverished to become independent. Without 
the partnership of Saint Mark congregation, Interfaith Works could not hope to end 
homeless and poverty in Montgomery County. With Saint Mark, together we can.” 
 
Jennifer Schiller - I can say with confidence, on behalf of Montgomery County 
Coalition for the Homeless (MCCH), we would notice if Saint Mark vanished. Saint 
Mark Church has supported our programs severing chronically homeless individuals with 
severe mental illness for many years. Saint Mark has offered space when we needed to 
convene an emergency crisis response meeting and provided space for our first-ever client 
retreat. Saint Mark members have been advocates for homeless children, families and 
individuals helping to secure emergency resources. The Saint Mark community is an 
authentic leader in ending homelessness; a group that stands up to inequality and inspires 
others to act. The time and pastoral leadership and time Saint Mark provides to the vital 
issues of our community would be deeply missed. Thank you for a remarkable partnership. 
 
James Pearlstein- If Saint Mark vanished, the DREAM Act would not have passed, 
thousands of low-income Montgomery County families would not have affordable homes, 
and the county would not be doing a ribbon-cutting at the brand new Scotland Community 
Center on November 1st! And while I would miss the church building—Action in 
Montgomery uses it all the time--it could be replaced. The people at Saint Mark are 
absolutely irreplaceable. 
 
Kathleen Guinan (Crossway Community) - If Saint Mark vanished hundreds of 
families in our community of vulnerable mothers and their young children would have been 
abandoned and forgotten. Over the past 20 plus years your supportive presence provides a 
constant witness of the love God has for all families.  
 
Rabbi Greg Harris (Congregation Beth El) - “Saint Mark is an important voice on 
social justice issues, a leader in Jewish-Christian conversations and most recently, the 
congregation has been a strong leader on addressing gun violence. 
 
 



 
David Eisner Founder of the Institute of Musical Traditions: "One of the 
finest and smoothest partnerships between a house of worship and a 501C3 live 
music non-profit would also vanish. We at IMT often co-sponsor events with 
Saint Mark that appeal to both 'congregations' and that furthers the concept of 
harmony between many culturally diverse people. From the mundane of having 
a safe place to store equipment to the heroic lifting of voices together in song, 
the world of The Institute of Musical Traditions would be devalued if Saint Mark 
vanished.     
 
 


