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We live in a time of sharp divisions. That may be the understatement of the year. Everywhere 
we turn there is division: radical Jihadists are persecuting Christians and, sadly, some 
Christians are returning the favor, while Jews seem always under threat from someone. Even 
worse is the incendiary rhetoric of some of the candidates running for the President of the 
United States of America, and one in particular, fomenting division, fear and distrust of the 
Other. The consequence of such rhetoric is more division, more fear and more suspicion of 
those who are different. Hate crimes are increasing as the toxic effects of racism spew forth. 
And even worse still are the putative Christian leaders who encourage the fear of the Other, 
which sustains such sharp divisions. They are doing so as if fear of the other were somehow in 
keeping with the way of Jesus, who, after all, Christians are committed to follow. Jesus prays 
for oneness and surely weeps over our divisions.  
 
The country itself is following the way of division into blue states and red states. Sociologists 
are calling this the Big Sort in which folks choose to live and associate only with those who 
are like them economically, racially, politically and religiously.  The Big Sort ensures divisions 
based on personal preferences, something similar to Facebook “likes.” The consequence 
though is enclaves of sameness and fear of the Other who is different, solely because one 
never has an opportunity actually to engage personally with someone who is different. What’s 
more striking is the number of churches that display this pattern. Division seems to be the 
way of the world; as some might say: it is what it is. Only what it is, is not so great. The large 
challenges we face actually impact everyone, though perhaps not equally and that too is a 
result of division.  
 
Into this complicated hot mess comes Jesus’ earnest prayer for his followers. The prayer itself 
is part of the final discourse in John’s gospel. Before Jesus leaves his disciples, he wants 
them, and us through them, to know the way forward. Already he has promised that we will 
not be alone; the Holy Spirit  - who is the Spirit of Christ - will be our Advocate and our 
Comforter.  As Jesus put it beautifully, you not be left comfortless, I will send my Spirit.  
 
Through his prayer of the Son to the Father, we hear the deep desire of Jesus. In prayer his 
heart is unveiled, exposed to the Father in all its vulnerability on behalf of those who have 
been his dear companions. What Jesus desires more than anything is that his followers be 
united with him as he is united with his Father; that all may be one, participating in the unity 
of God through the gift of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Nothing could be further from the divisions we experience than the unity that Jesus desires. 
Which makes the divisions – that are based on fear of the Other - so distressing and the 



political leaders who promote them so offensive. What Jesus is praying is not only what he 
desires but also what we deeply need in our personal and communal life.  
 
Lets admit it: our hearts are as fragmented as the world we experience; divided here and 
there by the relentless demands on our time. Our friendships are divided like the big sort 
and even are families look blue and red. And this division brings us neither peace nor clarity. 
It only adds to an underlying anxious, irritable fear. We long for something different than 
division.  
 
The oneness that Jesus prays for is the astonishing possibility of participating day-by-day in 
union with him and those who abide in him. This is the vast communion of believers in Christ 
that is promised to those who consciously rest their lives in him and seek not division but 
wholeness in the One who brings all people into the presence of God.  
 
I’m fairly confident that this sounds rather large and mystical, out of reach from you who are 
living fragmented, demanding busy lives. I’m even more confident that it sounds foolish to 
those who promote division and fear of the Other. But the patterns of the world that lead to 
fear, anxiety, sorrow and division have always been in striking contrast to the promises of 
Jesus Christ that lead to peace, community, compassion and the courage to love those 
different from us. For believers in Jesus Christ, our hope is not in division. Our hope is not in 
fear of the stranger. Our hope is not in defensive strategies designed to protect us from our 
enemies. Our hope is not in ourselves.  
 
Our hope is in Jesus Christ who promises that we may all live in union with him, even in the 
midst of all the worrisome divisions of this world.  
 
We are not transported out of the world in some unreal spirituality. It is precisely here and 
now that Jesus promises his followers we may experience this union with the living Christ 
through is Spirit. In the sorting of laundry and the schlepping from soccer to T-ball, in 
complicated marriages and family estrangements that require forgiveness and long-suffering, 
in the aches and pains of an aging body and an uncertain future alone; in all these 
circumstances of real life, the prayer of Jesus is that you may experience union with him and 
participate in God’s very presence. It is not a mystical escape reserved only for the holy ones 
or those who have time. Our participation in Christ is possible at all times, if we actually pay a 
bit of attention, stop long enough to pray and remember the source of the hope we share 
with other believers. All this is required is intention.  
 
When Christians live in the faith that Christ lives in us and we live in Christ, there is no fear of 
the Other. Our life in Christ displays to a fearful and divided world the eternal promise of 
God’s love for all people. This is precisely the hope of Jesus in his earnest prayer: that all may 
be one.  
 
In the name of the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit.   Amen.  


