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Saying Grace from Pastor Roy 
And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s 
only son, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14) 

We have entered now into the beautifully odd season of Advent. I hope you will embrace it with joy, 
entering the scripture and the music of this extraordinary season. Let it not pass you by in the rush 
toward Christmas. It may be the very thing Christians need most in the troubling time. As I look 
ahead toward Christmas, what sustains my heart and gives me courage is the knowledge that the 
living God loved us enough to come to us in flesh. God did not choose to watch us from a distance; 
rather God freely chose to come to us in Jesus Christ and to live among us a human being, bearing all 
the joys and sorrow and facing all the temptations that I face. When chaos descends upon my spirit 
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because of my own failures or the brokenness of the world around me, I find consolation knowing 
that God knows fully that experience. I can call upon my Lord Jesus confident that he is the one who 
is full of grace – the fount of undeserved forgiveness and love. When I am lost or weary or not sure of 
the way forward, I can look to Jesus Christ because in him is truth. He is my compass. As I look to 
Jesus – his life and ministry among us in the flesh – I find my bearings and discover the path for each 
day. What’s more, there is no darkness in my life or in the world that is not illuminated by the Light 
that is Christ.  

Have a blessed Advent and joyous Christmas. 

What’s Happening: December & January 
Dec. 4- One service @ 9:30, ministry teams meet following worship.  
Youth group Cookie walk to support youth in mission at 10:30! 
Israel-Palestine Report on Interfaith Partners for Peace trip from Pastor Roy Howard and Rabbi 
Batya Steinlauf following worship. 
Dec. 11 & 18- One service @ 11:00. Christian Education at 9:30.  
Dec. 24 (Christmas Eve)- 5:00 Family friendly worship service, 8:00 Traditional Candlelight and 
Communion.  
Dec. 25 & Jan. 1- One service @ 11:00, no Sunday school 
Jan. 8, 15, 22- Two services, Christian Formation for all ages at 9:30 
Jan. 29- One Service at 11:00 with Town Hall meeting at 9:30 
*Communion will be celebrated every Sunday of Advent, Christmas and Epiphany 

Christmas Eve @ Saint Mark 
We will have two services on Christmas Eve, at 5:00 and 8:00. 5:00 Family friendly worship service, 
8:00 Traditional Candlelight and Communion. (There is no 10:00 pm service this year.) 

Adult Education, 9:30 on Sundays, Room 105  
Advent Bible Study. Dive into the themes and texts for the season of Advent in this weekly Bible study 
led by the Pastors. What will hope, peace, joy and love mean for you this season? 

Busy Season got you crazy? 
Saint Mark offers a quiet respite from the noise of this season. On December 11, Saint Mark will offer 
space for quiet, guided meditation and simple worship in the sanctuary during the 9:30 hour. Come 
and take a few deep breaths and listen for God in the midst of the hustle and bustle of the holidays. 
(Led by Pastor Shelby.)  

Youth Group Schedule 
Dec. 4- Cookie Walk, after 9:30 service 
Dec. 11- Gift drive: shopping + wrapping, after church  
Dec. 17-18- Christmas Pageant (rehearsal on Saturday, pageant on Sunday) 
Christmas Party Dec. 18, 5-8pm  
Dec. 25- No Youth Group 
Jan. 1- No Youth Group 
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Downsizing:  Tips for Letting GO and Moving ON 
• Is it time? 
• Are you rattling around in a home that's too big? 

• Do you pay people to do all the things you used to do for yourself? 
• Have all your neighborhood friends moved away? 

The Health and Wellness Ministry has gathered information about 
various senior living communities in this area.  Its members would like to 
share their experiences about how to tackle this difficult process. 

Join us on Wednesday, January 11, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. in Room 
105-106.  We'll share our questions and experiences if you are—or should 
be—considering a change. 

Fifth Sunday Conversations 
At their meeting on Nov. 22, the session approved a plan to have one 
service at 11:00 on each of the fifth Sundays in 2017. At 9:30 there will be 
Christian Education for children, and adults will gather in the sanctuary 
for prayer and conversation about what’s going on in the world, led by 
one of the pastors.  

Finance & Stewardship Report 
The Stewardship and Financial Ministries thank you for your dedication 
and generous pledges to the ministry of Christ through Saint Mark in the 
coming year.  

Your commitment enables our leaders to plan to sustain our ministry in 
service to others, excellent worship and the nurture of our Christian 
discipleship.  

At this time, we are tracking a little lower than last year's pledges. Session 
will be working on the 2017 annual budget to reflect our commitment and 
report to you at the next Congregational Meeting.  
If you have not sent in your pledge please do so today. 

Order your Poinsettia now 
Red poinsettias to decorate the sanctuary for Christmas may be ordered, 
or Christmas Memorial Landscaping Fund contributions may be made, 
by completing the order form and putting it in the collection plate with 
your check. Check should be made payable to Saint Mark Presbyterian 
Church and marked “Christmas Memorial." Forms are available in the 
atrium and the narthex, or on the church's website.  
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Orders and checks may also be sent to the office c/o Lee LaRoche box #50. Please indicate in whose 
memory, or in whose honor, you wish the flowers or contribution to be dedicated, and whether you 
wish the flowers to be given to a shut-in, or left in church for you to pick up.  

Seeking Temporary Choir Members 
Would you like to sing in the choir for Christmas Eve (and possibly Advent), but don’t have the time 
to join the choir year-round?  Then, please consider this possibility.   

The Chancel Choir welcomes you to sing on a temporary basis (but of course, you’re welcomed to stay 
after, as well).  We rehearse every Thursday from 7:30 to 9 PM (except Thanksgiving), and will sing 
every Sunday, except 12/18 (the Pageant).  Please contact Jeff or a choir member if you have 
questions. 

Quill of the Clerk 
During the Session Meeting on November 22, we heard a report from the Stewardship Ministry and 
started to consider the 2017 budget.  

• The Session will offer space in our Fellowship Hall for other churches that are participating in the 
Million Woman March in January 2017.  

• We designated the anonymous financial gift of $1500 to go to the Emergency Loan Fund.  

• For the 5 months in 2017 that have a 5th Sunday, the Session approved a plan for one worship 
service at 11 AM with an opportunity at the 9:30 hour to gather as a community for Christian 
witness, prayer and study together.  

• The Officers' Retreat will be held January 27 and 28 at Hallowood Retreat Center. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Mary Casper, Clerk of Session 

Saint Mark Prayers 
•New parents: Megan and Nick Coval, Annie and Brad Matanin that they may have joy in new birth 
and strength for the parenting days ahead.  

•For those whom the holidays are difficult because of grief and loneliness 

•For refugees, migrants, immigrants and all persons who live in fear for their safety 

•For our congregation that we may be a welcome place of hope and gospel joy for all people who seek 
a community of faith and service.  

•For our country: that we may have vision and courage to do what pleases God and upholds all people 
in peace and justice.  

•For our leaders. 
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