
APRIL 2017 SAINT MARK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

 

Saying Grace from Pastor Roy 
Lately, there has been a lot of debate about truth and falsehood. Nearly every day, there is an assertion 
of truth, falsehood, fake news and alternative facts. This is a very painful conversation; especially when 
it concerns our public leaders, including our President. The same can be said of Pastors and Priests and 
all church leaders; they are held to a high standard of truth. But as painful as it is, Christians are no 
strangers to this conversation. We believe that God is the author of truth. To dishonor the truth is to 
dishonor God. Jesus standing before Pontius Pilate famously said, “To this end was I born, and for this 
cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness to truth. Every one that is of the truth hears my 
voice.” To which Pilate retorted, “What is truth?” Then walked away.  
For Presbyterians we have a paragraph in foundational principals of our Book of Order that speaks 
carefully to this matter of honoring the truth. In Section F-3.0104 on Truth and Goodness it says:  

That truth is in order to goodness; and the great touchstone of truth, its tendency to promote 
holiness, according to our Savior’s rule, “By their fruits ye shall know them.” And that no opinion 
can either be more pernicious or more absurd than that which brings truth and 
falsehood upon a level, and represents it as of no consequence what a man’s opinions 
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are. On the contrary, we are persuaded that there is an inseparable connection between faith and 
practice, truth and duty. Otherwise it would be of no consequence either to discover truth or to 
embrace it.  

Someone called our time the Post-truth era.  For God’s sake let us who follow the Risen Lord Jesus 
declare this the Truth era. Let us celebrate Christ’s victory over the powers of sin, death and evil by 
resisting the notion that falsehood and truth are the same. Let us joyfully embrace our duty to live 
truthful lives and have no tolerance for lies.  
I pray for you all the joyful freedom of our crucified and risen Lord Jesus who is the way, the truth and 
the life.  

What’s Happening: April & May 
April 2- one service at 9:30, ministry team meetings follow 
April 9- Palm Sunday, Two services, Christian Formation for all ages at 9:30 
April 13- Maundy Thursday, foot washing and communion, 7:30 pm 
April 14- Good Friday, Ecumenical service, 7:30 pm at Saint Mark 
April 16- Easter Sunday, communion at 9:30, baptism at 11:00 
Potluck brunch + Easter Egg Hunt between services, no Sunday school on Easter Sunday 
April 23- Two services, Christian Formation for all ages at 9:30 
April 30- Fifth Sunday conversation at 9:30, worship with communion at 11:00 
May 7- one service at 9:30, ministry team meetings follow 
*Alternate transportation Sunday! Walk, bike or share a ride to church! 
May 14 & May 21- Two services, Christian Formation for all ages at 9:30 
May 28- Summer schedule begins. One service at 10:00 am, no Sunday school.  

Easter Brunch- April 16 
In between services on Easter Sunday the Parish Life team will host a potluck Easter brunch. Plan to 
bring a dish to share. Sign-up sheets will be in the atrium. If you can help before or after the brunch, 
contact Amie Gribbins, gribbinsaoo@gmail.com.  

The Bible as the Living Word- Sunday morning Bible study continues 
As the year goes on, the passages the lectionary offers to us are wonderful, and the ways that they so 
strongly relate to what is going on in the world never ceases to amaze. Soon we begin the stories of John 
and the ways that people have encountered Jesus as the one who brings life and healing to the world. As 
it has throughout the ages, the Bible continues to speak loudly and prophetically to our times.  

Each week, members of the congregation will lead an open discussion and exercise on one of the 
lectionary scriptures. These are the passages that are read during worship and that many children's 
Sunday school classes study as well. This class will offer a chance for adults to delve deeper into the 
texts for worship and grow together as a community of faith. We will gather on Sundays at 9:30, 
downstairs in the Education Building in Room 105/106. 

Refugees, Immigration, and Continuing To Be a Welcoming America 
This event is co-sponsored by Saint Mark, Beth El, Bethesda United Methodist and The Jewish 
Community Relations Council of Greater Washington.  It will take place Monday, April 24, 7:00 pm 
at Congregation Beth El (8215 Old Georgetown Road). Please join us as Senator Ben Cardin 
discusses immigration and refugees. After his opening remarks, Senator Cardin will engage in a 
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discussion with attorney and Beth El congregant Ken Levine, followed by 
a brief question and answer session. A reception will follow the program. 

The Health and Wellness Ministry presents 
Downsizing:  Tips for Letting GO and Moving ON. 
April 26, 1:00 pm 
• Is it time? 
• Are you rattling around in a home that's too big? 
• Do you pay people to do all the things you used to do for yourself? 
• Have all your neighborhood friends moved away? 
The Health and Wellness Ministry has gathered information about 
various senior living communities in this area.  Its members would like to 
share their experiences about how to tackle this difficult process. 
Join us on Wednesday, April 26, from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. in Room 
105-106.  We'll share our questions and experiences if you are—or should 
be—considering a change. 
If you plan to attend, please call Christina in the church office – 
301-530-8142. 

Rebuilding Together- volunteer and experience 
hands-on mission! 
Saturday, April 29th is National Rebuilding Day with Rebuilding 
Together Montgomery County (RTMC).  We are looking for volunteers at 
all skill levels for a full or half day (morning or afternoon) to help a local 
resident maintain their home.  
Saint Mark members were instrumental in founding the local RTMC) 
chapter almost 40 years ago and we have been enthusiastic partners with 
them ever since.  We support them with both financial assistance through 
the Local Mission Ministry and our volunteer labor. 
Saint Mark works with RTMC to preserve affordable housing, stabilize 
families and prevent homelessness by addressing code violations, health 
and safety issues, accessibility issues, and conditions within a home that 
pose an immediate threat of homeowner displacement.  
This year’s house is in Boyds, MD, an easy 20 minute drive up I-270 from 
Saint Mark. If you are interested, please contact our Volunteer 
Coordinator, Carl Shea, at ssshea@juno.com. 
We are also interested in any contacts you may have for obtaining 
materials (fencing, paint) or skilled trades (electrician, plumber) at 
reduced rates; and for a driver with a minivan willing to shuttle workers 
from off-site parking on the workday. Don’t miss this chance to fulfill the 
Service commitment of our church’s motto. 
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Booklovers- The Saint Mark book club 
Book Lovers will meet on April 10 at 12:30 and 7:00 PM. We will be discussing Me Before You by 
Jojo Moyes. Please join us! The afternoon group meets in room 109, the evening group meets in the 
parlor. 

Earth Care Ministry Announcements  
April 29- We need to stand together to protect our climate, our 
health, and our communities. Join us! 
Together, we built the largest climate march in history in 2014. 
With everything at stake, everyone has a role to play, whether 
you’ve been marching for decades or you’re coming out for the first 
time. Will you be part of history? To change everything, we need everyone. www.peoplesclimate.org. 
Contact Alison Bennett with questions about the march. 

May 7 - 7th Annual Alternate Transportation Sunday. Leave the car at home and BIKE or WALK or 
CARPOOL or METRO/BUS TO CHURCH DAY! Bring a Friend!  Mark your calendars for this fun Spirit 
and Service Sunday.  Dress will be casual. Help with carpools and biking teams upon request to 
Alison.Bennett72@gmail.com. 

ALSO May 7, LET THERE BE LIGHT! After worship: Bring 3 incandescent or CFL bulbs per family to 
trade in for LEDs. The exchange program is sponsored by the Montgomery County Department of 
Environmental Protection, PEPCO, and Potomac Edison.  

Quill of the Clerk 
The March Session meeting included discussion of the Parish Life Ministry Team. Saint Mark members 
are encouraged to consider becoming involved with one of the Ministry Teams - Stewardship, Finance, 
Personnel, Welcoming, Local Mission, Global Mission, Property, Parish Life, Christian Formation, and 
Worship.  To learn more about the purpose of each Ministry Team, check on the website, 
www.saintmarkpresby.org or e-mail Mary Casper, Clerk of Session at clerk@saintmarkpresby.org. 

Per Capita 
The per capita for 2017 is $38.75  For more information click here.   

Legacy Continues Campaign 
Session voted at their February meeting to pay off the construction loan for the sanctuary renovation 
early. The current balance on the loan is $55,080 (payoff balance as of March 1st). There is currently a 
bit over $50k in the Legacy Campaign bank account. The remaining $5k will come from the General 
Fund. We will thus avoid at least a month or two of interest. Going forward, any collections from the 
Legacy Campaign will be transferred to the General Fund to pay down the amount loaned to pay off the 
debt. After that is accomplished, remaining Legacy II pledge payments will begin a nest egg for Legacy 
III, which is designed to repay the amount borrowed from the church reserves to minimize what was 
borrowed in the construction loan mortgage. All of Saint Mark is grateful for the faithful pledging and 
payments that have made all of this possible. Thank you! 

Saint Mark Prayers  
• For new grandparents, Sara and Chuck Coe.  
• Jeff Kreihbel, former pastor of Church of the Pilgrims (DC) facing pancreatic cancer.  
• Elma Bresler, blood pressure issues
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