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Saying Grace from Pastor Shelby 
Our mission at Saint Mark is to be a place where 
Spirit and Service come together. During 
worship we are fed in our spirits and 
strengthened to go out and serve in the world.  
As I prepare our high school group to embark on 
our trip to West Virginia, I was thinking back to 
my first ASP experience, in the summer of 2014 
in Kentucky. Breaking bread together was a 
crucial part of my group’s experience at 
Appalachia Service Project that year. Each 
morning Meredith Bratton and Line Bower 
would faithfully make us all peanut butter and 
jelly sandwiches and we would spread out on the 
floor we had been measuring, hammering, tiling 
and sanding, putting work aside for 30 minutes 
to relax and talk. And it wasn’t just the seven of 
us from Saint Mark who broke bread; each day 
we were joined by the children of the home 
where we were working: Nick (age 7), Haylee 
(age 4), Haden (age 2). We passed around boxes 
of Oreos, pieces of string cheese, bags of apples 
and Doritos.  
In those moments together we weren’t the ones 
who were serving, we were the ones being served. 
We were being served by their hospitality, by 
their joy, by their immediate welcome of us, 
seven strangers from a faraway city. For me, 
these times away with the youth and adults from 
Saint Mark are when I see our mission statement lived out most fully, being a people who join in spirit 
and in service, worshipping God and serving the world.  
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Pentecost-  
June 4 

Wear red to celebrate 
Pentecost! 

We will have our annual 
church picnic after worship. 

Bring a dish to share.

SAINT MARK

Summer time at Saint Mark! 

The summer schedule has begun. We will 
have one service at 10:00 am, no Sunday 

school, through Sunday, Sept. 3.

http://saintmarkpresby.org
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What’s Happening: June & July  
June 4- Pentecost Sunday, one service at 10:00 am with baptism 
Picnic after worship, wear red! 
June 11, 18, 25- One service at 10:00 am, no Sunday school  
*On June 25 the youth will lead the service and offer their reflections on their experiences with the 
Appalachia Service Project 
July 2, 9, 16, 23, 30- One service at 10:00 am, no Sunday school 

One Room Church School 
Throughout the summer there will be One Room Church School, which is a brief time between the 
readings and communion/offering that a Sunday school-like experience will be offered for children ages 
4 through 3rd grade. You can help teach this class! Please click here to sign up and contact Stacia 
Fleisher, stacia_hall12@yahoo.com, if you have any questions.  

Summer Choir 
If you'd like to sing in the choir, but can't commit to weekly rehearsals, then perhaps you'll consider 
summer choir.  We only meet briefly before the 10am service each Sunday to rehearse for that service.   
We won't sing an anthem, but rather, help teach new hymns, or add harmony, or simply provide strong 
leadership for the congregation. This will begin on June 11.  

Rebuilding Together Montgomery County Report 
Saint Markers completed a highly successful National Rebuilding Day on April 29th.  Working through 
Rebuilding Together Montgomery County with our partner churches Holy Cross and Bethesda United 
Church of Christ we repaired fences, cleared  brush, moved a unused oil tank, installed a flower bed and 
landscaping,  replaced light fixtures and bathroom fans, installed a water heater, cleaned out a shed, 
disposed of trash, painted interior rooms and the front entryway, and built a brick patio.   

Our house captain received the following message from the homeowner: 

I'm glad to get a chance to say thank you.  This is all surreal.  If I listed all the incredible stuff everyone 
is doing, I might run out of white space and you might run out of patience. I suspect it's an infinite 
number of challenges.  

Every time I turned a corner someone had found something else that needed doing that I didn't know 
had to be done. In any case thank you lots and they are not even done yet. Sort of all the things I could 
dream of. Getting old is not too bad then. 

Sincerely, Herb 

Saint Mark would like to give a big thank you to Moretti Electrical Services which provided a FREE 
upgrade to our homeowner's electrical system.  

Our volunteer crew was: Jocelyn Callister (House Ambassador); Josh Callister; Jim Caskey, John 
Casper (House Captain); Leah Eaton; Tom Hudson; Karl, Brandt, and Olivia Kaufmann; Paul Lavallee; 
Dick Pavlin; Joe & Helen Piff; Nancy Rhyne; Carl & Nancy Shea; and Carey Stipe. 
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Thank you, Chancel Choir! 
Thank you, Chancel Choir! These singers have dedicated their time and 
talent this past year, enhancing our worship: 

Alison Bennett, Margaret Schweitzer, Angeline Butler,  Carl Shea, June 
Colilla, Jessica Sillers, Audrey Frieberg, Pat Simmons, Pat George 
Houser, Marybeth Verchot, Kay Haynes, Kathy Whitelaw, Lee Hinkle, 
Karl Kaufmann, Rachel Kaufmann, Wanda Koch, Mike Lutz, Bill Merritt, 
Mary Jo Mountain.  

Vacation Bible School- June 26-30 
You're invited to discover your strength in God with Saint Mark 
Presbyterian Church for Hero Central VBS! For more information about 
our Vacation Bible School, or to register, call Shelby Etheridge at (301) 
530-0600, email Heather at hkara@comcast.net or go 
to 2017.cokesburyvbs.com/SaintMark2017  

Legacy Campaign II 
Thank you pledgers. We are coming to the end of Campaign 2. Anyone 
with an outstanding balance on his or her pledge will receive a statement. 
If you do not receive a statement at this time, it means that you are up to 
date and have completed your pledge. Thank you letters will be sent soon 
to every pledger with particular recognition for those who completed 
their obligation. Tax statements for 2017 will be distributed next January 
2018. Our congregation appreciates your generosity. 

Finance Ministry Update  
The Financial Ministry Team is producing a quarterly snapshot of the 
Church’s income and expenses in the effort to keep the congregation 
properly informed. Updates are posted about two weeks after the close of 
each quarter. You can view our first quarter snapshot here.  

If you have any questions, please email alison.dewey@gmail.com.  

Per Capita 
The per capita for 2017 is $38.75  For more information click here.   

Local Mission Ministry News 
Local Mission Ministry Allocates Funds to Local Agencies 
The Local Mission Ministry made the annual allocations to the 
Montgomery County agencies who will receive financial support from 
Saint Mark.  The Ministry is charged with deciding how best to distribute 
the budgeted funds from Saint Mark to those agencies in the community 
we wish to support financially.  For 2017 the Ministry was given $17,500 
to allocate.  We considered the funding requests from many agencies and 
gave priority to those whom the people of Saint Mark support through 
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We installed the Memorial 
To the Lost on May 21. This 
memorial honors victims of 

gun violence in DC, MD, 
and VA.  

Stop. Read. Pray. 
Remember.

mailto:hkara@comcast.net
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volunteering.  We also decided to have 2 levels of funding – the higher level at $2,200 and the lower 
level at $1,000.   
Those agencies receiving funding at $2,200 are: 
1. Action in Montgomery County 
2. Family Services 
3. Interfaith Clothing Center 
4. Interfaith Works 
5. Manna Food Center 
6. Crossway Community 

Those agencies receiving funding at $1,000 are: 
1. The ARC Montgomery County 
2. Rebuilding Together Montgomery County 
3. Cornerstone 
4. Habitat for Humanity  

These funds are dispersed throughout the year as the money is collected through the congregation’s 
giving. 
These are difficult decisions, but the Local Mission Ministry considered them prayerfully and believe we 
have been good stewards of the congregation’s money.  If anyone has any questions about the 
allocations of funds, please contact Elder Mike Lutz. 

Global Mission Ministry Team News 
MEET ISRAELI PALISTINIAN PEACE GROUP - NEW STORY LEADERSHIP FELLOWS AND STAFF: 

1. Sunday, July 16th 3 PM at Bradley Hills Presbyterian Church or 

2. Thursday, July 27th 1:30-3:00 at Johns Hopkins University Gilchrist Hall at Shady Grove which 
is being offered by Oasis, the Senior Learning organization. Fee.  See below. 

Saint Mark Global Mission Ministry along with Shelby, Dean and Dottie Hearn as well as Tom Hudson 
met New Story Leadership (NSL) Fellows and staff last July and were excited about the program.  GMM 
has been donating to NSL for several years due to their mission of creating peace in from the ground up. 

Founded in 2009 NSL selects young Israeli and Palestinian emergency leaders as NSL Fellows, brings 
them to Washington for the summer, and trains them to help build a better future for their two 
communities.  NSL believes that the best to challenge an old story is to create a new story through 
innovation and dedication.  For these presentations, 2017 Fellows will share their personal stories, their 
individual projects for peace and how they have faced the challenges of growing up in a conflict zone.  

GMM was unable to schedule a meeting at Saint Mark this year, but we wanted to provide the 
opportunity for members to hear this remarkable group.  Bradley Hills and the Bethesda Jewish 
Congregation are partners with NSL and host a meeting each year.  Several Saint Markers have 
attended in the past. 

We lift up the Hearns who after meeting with NSL last year have been instrumental in getting NSL on 
the Oasis calendar for July 27th. 

The Oasis fee is $20 plus $15 if not taking other courses at Oasis( Life long learning).oasisnet.org/
Washington or telephone 301-469-6800, press 1, x211 (office is at Macy’s Montgomery Mall).  

Saint Mark Prayers  
• Pastor Roy as he walks along the Camino Primitivo. He will return for worship on June 18.  
• Mary Fleisher and her family, as Mary undergoes surgery and treatment for cancer of the mouth. She 

will be at the Mayo Clinic in Scottsdale, AZ for treatment, accompanied by her husband Tom. 
• Continued prayers for Paul Tarr, Sharon Tarr’s husband, who will have another surgery on June 8. 
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