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Where to begin with this remarkable story of these remarkably faithful people? 
Abraham and Sarah’s story is one of the original migration stories; a couple crossing 
over boundary after boundary following a promise in response to God’s call. What’s just 
as astonishing, of course, is how that call comes. 

I imagine Abram long since settled into a domestic pattern of life. Doing chores but 
perhaps not many at his age and with sons who can do the hard stuff. On most days, 
when the sun sets, old Abe puts on his slippers and raises his feet. It’s been a good life 
- with ups and downs, success and failures like all people experience - and now in his 
latter years he reflects a great deal about the past. That always brings up his long 
beloved Sarai and the crushing disappointment that she was unable to conceive. His 
disappointment doesn’t match Sarai’s of course - how could it? But it’s there hovering 
over and around them, rarely mentioned. They’ve had a reasonable life. Settled now.  

Then it occurs, Or I should say, GOD occurs.   

And lets not worry too much about the precise age of Abraham and Sarai. That’s not 
really the point is it? Isn’t this about the living God coming to men and women when 
they least expect it - perhaps when they are least ready for change and most happy 
with the-way-things-are in life right now? At precisely the time when they had settled 
into predictable patterns, God comes to them in a quite surprising way with an equally 
surprising promise. This, I believe, occurs for you and me, too - at any age and at any 
time. So you might ask yourself at this moment: how is God calling me?  

I image Abraham feet up, slippers on, jaw dropping with the invitation that’s not exactly 
an invitation - more like a summons. You say what? Again? But I’m settled now.  

At the heart of this remarkable summons is God’s covenant - the promise that God will 
accompany them always and the fruit of this accompaniment will be blessings for 
everyone. I mean everyone! All the nations are caught up in this sweeping promise of 
God given to Abraham.   

My teacher, Fred Craddock, once said about this moment: 



“The initiative for the establishment of the covenant comes from God.  
Among the promises granted to Abraham and Sarah and the their 
descendants, the divine affirmation “I will be their God” stands out. This is 
not a stipulation … but affirms the very essence of the covenant itself.”   

So at this point, we can ask: What does this story tell us about the character of 
God?  

There remains a widespread notion that God has a special liking for good people and 
particular disdain for the bad. So you better be good for goodness sake. I have 
nothing against Santa Claus but he has nothing to do with the Bible’s description of the 
wholly undomesticated God who freely calls Moses, (a murderer) Jacob, (a swindler), or 
Abram and Sarai, (old and barren) not to mention Jesus who brings salvation to the 
house Zaccheus, who earned all his money by fraud, or forgives the prostitutes, 
embraces the prodigal and welcomes the outcasts.  

More often than not, it’s the bad people whom God calls to do good things by God’s 
power not their own. We call that grace, and it has nothing to do our abilities. It 
depends solely upon God’s wide mercy which is a far cry from Ben Franklin or Santa 
Claus.   

Yes, we know Abram and Sarai are old when God encounters them. But, this is not the 
first time that God has spoken to them. The Lord came to Abrahm when he was 75 and 
instructed him to take Sarai and their whole family a long journey toward a promised 
land. Go forth, God says, and I’ll give you land and children, more numerous than the 
stars in the heavens.  

With no evidence whatsoever, and nothing else more than this generous promise of 
God. Just go. Step out.  That is faith; not as a noun but an action verb.  
Faith is trusting in the wild, audacious God who calls you into life.  

It’s Twenty-four years later, when Abram is 99 and Sarai, 90, God speaks again, this 
time to both of them. (In an age of instant gratification, it seems worth noting that 24 
years of faithful trust in God’s promise requires at least a bit of patience and tenacity.) 

God declares to Sarai From barrenness shall come forth life. It shall come forth not 
just for you, dear Sarai, it shall come forth for all the peoples of the earth. The God of 
life shall bring forth life and the fruit of your womb shall be a blessing for generations 
to come. This is my covenant with you, says God, I will keep it.   



You might think of the covenant as a marriage:  
I, God, take you, Abram and Sarai, to be my people and I promise to be your God. 
From you, I promise, will come blessings to everyone.   
Now and forever.  Amen.  

This is all God’s doing. Thank goodness! That’s why we call it a covenant of grace. 
Abram falls on his face. Sarai laughs. They both laugh. We all laugh with wonderment.  

So finally it comes to us. St. Paul says: "Abraham's faith is counted as God's 
righteousness." He goes to great length to say it’s not about the deeds you’ve done, 
the success you’ve achieved or the failures you’ve endured.  

It’s all about the audacious generosity of God who does the impossible and calls you 
into adventures beyond your expectations. This God raised Jesus from the dead for the 
life of the whole world.   

In the end, there’s one question left:  
Will you trust this God who loves you with your life?  


